
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 9
For over a dozen chapters now we have been waiting for the “other shoe to drop” on the house of Ahab.  Since the days of Elijah and his 
epic battle against the prophets of Baal in 1 Kings 18, we have been watching for the day when the worship of Baal in Israel, led by the 
kingdom of Ahab and his sons would come to an end. 

As we jump into the text, let’s review some of the past and the prophecies still left unfulfilled.

(1 Kings 21:1-16) - The vineyard of Naboth taken by Ahab & Jezebel, Naboth killed by order of Jezebel

1 Kings 21:17-25 - Judgment against Jezebel & the house of Ahab

When we last looked at 2 Kings we left the current king of Israel, Joram in the city of Jezreel, healing from wounds suffered in battle.  
ahaziah, the king of Judah travels to visit his “cousin” king.

2 Kings 9:1-10 - Jehu Anointed Next King Over Israel

v. 2 - Jehoshaphat - no relation to the king of Judah of the same name

v. 3 - Elisha instructs his servant to not stick around after anointing Jehu

v. 5 - Jehu is meeting with the captains of the army and is referred to as a “captain” himself (ESV: Commander).  Jehu isn’t just a 
random Israelite, he is apparently one of the leading soldiers.

v. 7 - “avenge the blood of my servants the prophets” - remember Jezebel was responsible for killing the prophets of Yahweh 
(mentioned in 1 Kings 18:4)

v. 7-10 - House of Ahab (and Jezebel) to end.  This was prophesied by Elijah after the murder of Naboth (1 Kings 21).  Because of 
Ahab’s repentance (1 Kings 21:27-29), the judgment didn’t come in his lifetime, but upon his sons.  We are in that season now.

2 Kings 9:11-13 - Jehu proclaimed king

When asked by his companions “what did the prophet (except he calls him a “madman”) want”.  Jehu essentially replies, “oh 
nothing…”   When pressed further he reveals the anointing and the men (likely other soldiers and officers) celebrate and 
announce his ascent to throne.  Remember, Joram is still “king” of Israel as far has he and the nation knows. 

2 Kings 9:14-16 - Jehoram Recovering In Jezreel.

Once Jehu accepts the new role as king, he gathers his other conspirators together and instructs them to remain in the city they 
were in so that Jehoram (the current king) does not hear the news and have time to defend himself.  Jehu then heads towards 
Jezreel, where Jehoram is recovering.

2 Kings 9:17-20 - Jehu’s Approach
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Watchmen in Jezreel see Jehu’s chariot and company approaching the city.  They are sent to inquire as to the purpose for their 
visit, specifically whether or not they come in, or with news of peace.  Jehu commands the watchman to fall in line with his 
company, rather than returning to the city with the news.  This happens twice.  Then the final watchman in Jezreel observes that 
the driving style of the approaching chariot resembles the “furious” driving of Jehu, son of Nimshi.

2 Kings 9:21-26 - Jehu Confronts & Assassinates Jehoram

It is likely that Jehu is able to get access to king Jehoram (aka Joram) because of his military position.  Jehoram may assume Jehu 
is in Jezreel to give news from the battle front. Jehoram and Ahaziah meet Jehu outside of the city.  The exact location is “the 
property of Naboth the Jezreelite.”  That name and place should jump off the page to those who have been reading thus far.

Jehu confronts Jehoram:

2 Kings 9:22 (NLT) - King Joram demanded, "Do you come in peace, Jehu?" Jehu replied, "How can there be peace as long as 
the idolatry and witchcraft of your mother, Jezebel, are all around us?" 

Jehoram is shocked, begins to run away and tries to warn Ahaziah that there has been treason (v. 23).  But Jehoram is not faster 
than Jehu’s arrow.  Jehoram is killed instantly.  Rather than leaving Jehoram dead in his chariot, Jehu first orders that his body 
be thrown into the land of Naboth.  We learn the Jehu was there when Elijah pronounced this word to Ahab, Jehoram’s father.

2 Kings 9:25-26 (NLT) - Jehu said to Bidkar, his officer, "Throw him into the plot of land that belonged to Naboth of 
Jezreel. Do you remember when you and I were riding along behind his father, Ahab? The LORD pronounced this message 
against him:  26 'I solemnly swear that I will repay him here on this plot of land, says the LORD, for the murder of 
Naboth and his sons that I saw yesterday.' So throw him out on Naboth's property, just as the LORD said." 

Wow.

2 Kings 9:27-29 - Ahaziah Is Also Shot, But Flees and Later Died in Megiddo

Make no mistake, even Ahaziah’s death was by God’s hand and will.  Remember, Ahaziah is described in 2 Kings 8:27 in this way

“He walked in the way of the house of Ahab and did evil in the sight of the LORD, like the house of Ahab had done, 
because he was a son-in-law of the house of Ahab.

2 Chronicles 22:7-9 adds the following information of Ahaziah’s death:

“Now the destruction of Ahaziah was from God, in that he went to Joram. For when he came, he went out with Jehoram 
against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to cut off the house of Ahab.  8 It came about when Jehu was 
executing judgment on the house of Ahab, he found the princes of Judah and the sons of Ahaziah's brothers ministering to 
Ahaziah, and slew them.  9 He also sought Ahaziah, and they caught him while he was hiding in Samaria; they brought 
him to Jehu, put him to death and buried him. For they said, "He is the son of Jehoshaphat, who sought the LORD with all 
his heart." So there was no one of the house of Ahaziah to retain the power of the kingdom.

2 Kings 9:30-37 - Jezebel’s Death
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Jezebel gets dolled up for her demise, but if she had a thought that she would be able to sway Jehu’s mission, she fails miserably. 
In fact, it is more likely that her pride is so thick, she dresses herself as queen one last time before her death.  By the time Jehu 
reaches Jezreel, Jezebel has heard of her son’s assassination and prepares herself to face the assasin herself.

v. 31 - “is it well, Zimri” - this is Jezebel mocking Jehu.  If you remember, Zimri was king of Israel for 7 days (1 Kings 16:9-20).

The nature and scene of Jezebel’s death is gruesome.  She is thrown from her window.  She is literally splattered on the wall.  By 
the time someone goes to bury her, and important custom in that region, all that is left is her skull and her hands and feet.  
Wild dogs ate her body and scattered her bones.

This is not a wild and crazy “Bible Story”.  This is not a graphic fable.  This is not a section of Scripture comparable to the “horror 
movie” genre of our day.  This is judgment.

This is a real and true illustration of the right and just judgment on idolaters and especially those who influence and deceive others to 
follow the paths of wickedness.  God does not always bring about his judgment in such a known way.  But that does not mean He is not 
judge of the universe.  The house of Ahab was under judgment, and while lack of repentance remained their course, their death sentence 
was sure.

There are many lessons for us to learn from this story, not just from chapter 9, but from the last many chapters which have led to this 
point.  Many we do not have time to consider now.  But here are two that we would do well to embrace.

1 - “God sees, even when he waits to act”  God was not ignorant of Ahab’s house or Jezebel’s evil.  Just because he did not act instantly 
when the first sinned, didn’t mean he did not know and see and record.  He is merciful and allows for opportunity for all people to repent.  
But just because he does not act instantly, should not fool us to think He will not act.  It took years for the final judgment on Ahab’s 
house to come.  There were many days of evil that passed during that time.  But not one moment was unseen by the one who knows all.

2 - ‘Vengence is mine, I will repay.” Jezebel was responsible for the death of God’s prophets, innocent people like Naboth, and countless 
unnamed others.  Ahab and Jezebel were responsible for idolatry and evil beyond our comprehension.  God did not let them get away with 
this.  His people’s blood was avenged and the wicked were destroyed.  Whether through meted out judgement in this age or certainly before 
the great throne on the last day, God will bring his justice and judgment upon every person.

Let us be sober.  Let us take sin in our lives seriously.  Let us mourn for sin in the lives of others.  And may we cling to the cross of 
Christ, which is our, and the only way to find forgiveness, through substitutionary atonement on that great Judgment day.

Jezebel is dead.  But will the hearts of Israel return to yahweh now that she is gone?  We will read on and see.
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